DRAMATIC MONOLOGUE

PERFORMANCE EVENT PLEASE REFER TO PLATFORM GENERAL GUIDELINES
BEFORE PREPARING DRAMATIC MONOLOGUE.

A contestant characterizes an individual, expressing that individual’s thoughts,
emotions, and reactions in a particular set of circumstances or events relevant to
that individual. The presentation must be in the first person. Contestants must
write and perform this original dramatic presentation. The intent is to convey
dramatic skills in which the contestant demonstrates ability and training in acting
and script writing.

1. The contestant may choose: a. Historical character and setting b. Biblical
character and setting c. Fictional/imaginary character and setting

2. Contestant should wear a costume or garment that helps create a mood.

3. Contestants are allowed ONE hand-held prop. No set is permitted.

4. The monologue must be memorized.

5. Competition time limit is:

- Junior category - 2-4 minutes;

Senior category - 4-6 minutes.

For example, if senior competition piece exceeds the 6-minute time limit, the
contestant will receive a .5-point deduction for any portion of thirty second
increments. (For example, a piece timed at 6:12 would receive a half-point
deduction from the total score. A piece at 6:42 would receive a deduction of a full
point from the total score.)

Students appearing in any platform competition should observe these important
points, as they will enter into the judging process. Carelessness on these points
could detract from an otherwise excellent presentation. In most categories, males
will compete only against males, and females will compete only against females.

Appearance

Gentlemen: Dress shirts, ties, and jackets should be worn for all Platform Events
with the following exceptions:

1. School uniforms, or a tuxedo with either a vest or cummerbund without a jacket
may be worn to perform.

3. Jackets and ties are not required in the following categories:

One Act Play, Dramatic Dialogue, Illustrated Storytelling, Clown Act, Famous
Speech

Ladies: Nice church outfits should be worn for all Platform Events with the following
exceptions:

1. School uniforms may be worn to perform.

2. Formal attire that meets the modesty requirements for Student Convention may
be worn.

3. Formal attire or church outfits are not required in the following categories:



One Act Play, Dramatic Dialogue, Dramatic Monologue, Illustrated Storytelling,
Clown Act. All dummies, puppets, and characters in plays should conform to A.C.E.
dress and hair codes (obvious exceptions: George Washington in powdered wig;
apostle Paul in robe, etc.).

Poise - Self-Confidence

Approach - The approach is one of the most important elements in speaking, public
reading, or singing. The contestant should walk confidently and briskly to the
podium or front of the room and establish eye contact, pause for 5-10 seconds, and
begin his presentation.

Eye Contact - The contestant should establish rapport with the audience by good
eye contact. He should avoid looking down often at his notes or Bible, at the ceiling,
or out of the window. His eyes should move up and down, back and forth, over the
entire audience slowly and naturally.

Posture and Gestures - The rule for posture is DO NOT SLOUCH!! The contestant
should stand straight, but not lock his/her knees. Gestures should be free and flow
naturally from enthusiasm. Natural movements are more effective than forced
gestures. Feel free to utilize the space on the stage or presentation area.

Delivery - The speaker should project his voice, using the diaphragm. Recreate the
mood, experience, emotion, and feelings of the author. Employ voice variations and
tempo.

Preparation

Preparation and study are prerequisites for all speaking, reading, or musical
performances. Research, organization, outline, and familiarity are the elements of
preparation. Students entering any platform competition are encouraged to
complete the A.C.E. Speech PACEs.

Platform Presentation

Introduction of entry before the judges: Contestants in platform presentations are
to give their first and last names and title of presentation distinctly ("My name is
John Doe and the title of my oratory is .") For entries
involving more than one person, a spokesman should be selected.

JUDGES: This introduction is NOT to be counted as time against their presentation.

All selections and scripts must be memorized. Exceptions: Oral Arguments,
Preaching, and Oratory contestants may use outline note cards.

Material should be CAREFULLY CHOSEN OR WRITTEN for platform events to
ENSURE that evil characters would NOT be glorified and that the student rehearsing
(or the listener) would NOT be forced to dwell on negative or harmful thoughts or
ideas.

PLEASE NOTE: ALL AUTHORS/WRITERS FOR ALL PLATFORM EVENT SCRIPTS MUST
BE GIVEN PROPER CREDIT.



OpaMmaTnyecknm MOHoOr

Mo)xanyiicrta, cnegyte o6WMM npaBu/laM BbICTYIMJIEHUA HaA CUEHe npu
noaroToBKke Ballero BbICTYMNJIEHUS.

YYaCTHUKN [OEMOHCTPUPYIOT JIMYHOCTHbIE MbIC/IM, 3MOLMKU, COCTOSAHUA Treposd B
onpeaeneHHbIX obcTtoATenbCcTBaxX WM COBLITUAX. lMpe3eHTaunda A[oOMKHa 6bITb OT
rnepBoro sunua. YYacTtHUKW AO/KHbI HanucaTtb M NpeaocTaBuUTb M3Ha4vasbHbIA TEKCT
CBOEro BbICTYNJIEHUA. OcHoBHas uenb npoBEPUTb CNocobHOCTb YY4aCTHUKOB K
ApaMaTn4eCKoOMY Urpe n HarnnMcaHMo cueHapu4.

Y4yacTHMKN MOryT BblbpaTh:
- UcTopmnyeckum obpas
- bubnenckun obpas
- Boob6paxkaeMblt ob6pa3

Y4yacTHUKN AONXKHbI UMETb COOTBETCTBYHOLMIA KOCTIOM.
[onyckaeTcs oANH AOMNOJIHUTENbHbIN NpeaMeT.
MoHoor AosKeH 6bITb BblydeH HansycCTb.

YCTaHOBNEHHOE BpeMs [AN9 CTaplwen BO3pacTHOWM rpynnbl OT 4 A0 6 MUHYT.
YCcTaHOBNEHHOe BpeMs ANs Mnajlwen Bo3pacTHOW rpynne oT 2 A0 4 MUHYT.
Hanpumep, ecnm BbICTYMNJIeHME Yy4yacTHMKA B CTapwen BO3pacTHOM rpynne
npesbiwlaer 6 MUHYT WU AJINTCA MeHblle 4-EX MWHYT, TO Y4YacCTHUK rosiyyaeT
Bblver uM3 0.5 6annoB 3a kaxable 30 cekyH4 BpeMeHW. Hanpumep, ecnu
BbICTyN/1eHMe 3akoH4ymnocb B 3.42, TO0 O6yper BbiuTeHo 0.5 6anna, ecnu
BbICTYNeHne anutca 6.42, To 3TO O3HaA4YaeT BbiYeT ogHoro 6anna.



